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History of the Friends

The Friends of the Missouri Women’s Council was established in 1998
by women whose concern, insight, and knowledge foresaw the need to
raise monies to support and enhance important programs that promote
economic, social and political parity.

The Friends is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization governed by a
Board of Directors. The Friends is derived of two classes of member-
ship. The Board of Directors, or voting members, is comprised of
eleven (11) members, including four officers, one representative from
the staff of the Missouri Women’s Council, and six at-large directors.

Members from across the state of various ages, professions and ethnic
backgrounds are represented on the current Board. The bylaws of the
Friends state that Board members shall pay current dues in the amount
of $250 per year and shall continue to serve as such until the member
defaults in payment of current dues or resigns from the Board.

The Friends also has a Supporting Members Classification. This clas-
sification consists of corporations, companies, associations, partner-
ships or other business or institutional entities, or individuals who are
interested in promoting opportunities for women and families.
Supporting, non-voting memberships may be obtained by paying annu-
al dues of $25 or more.

Programs

The year 2002 was an exciting one for the Friends. During the renais-
sance year, the Friends actively led three major projects into fruition. In
March, which is Women’s History Month, the Friends co-sponsored the
Missouri Women’s History exhibit entitled “The Exceptions that
Created the Rule” which acknowledged the accomplishments of
Missouri’s pioneering women. The exhibit opened in the Missouri
Capitol, where it was on display through the end of August. At the con-
clusion of the display at the Capitol, the exhibit began traveling across
the state, providing historical and inspirational information to the citi-
zens of Missouri.

In May, 2002, the Friends of the Missouri Women’s Council agreed to
chair the Self-Sufficie Missouri. Working with Wider
Opportunities for Wo fit organization based out of
Washington, DC, and f Washington, Seattle, with Dr.
Diana Pearce, the Fri al report in November. The
report provides an @ ate and cc lustration of the necessary
wages families in the state of Missout >d to live without any public
or private subsidies.
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